Serology and plasmid carriage in Vibrio cholerae.
Vibrio cholerae strains of the 01 serovar, isolated from both clinical and environmental sources, had a much lower frequency of plasmid carriage (2/112 = 2%) than clinical and environmental non-01 serovar isolates (46/187 = 25%). The cryptic plasmids found in non-01 strains were all of low molecular weight and were shown by hybridization analysis to consist of two unrelated subgroups. Each subgroup was observed to be present in strains isolated from both clinical and environmental sources. One 01 serovar (ATCC 14033) carried a small cryptic plasmid, belonging to one of these plasmid groups, while a second (25728) contained a high molecular weight multiple antibiotic resistance plasmid which did not hybridize to either plasmid subgroup.